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ROSTER OF MEMBERS

OF
May stand as a model in civic matters. THE MERION CIVIC ASSOCIATION
May 15th, 1917

MEN—162 Members

(Supporting memberships af1®0 di vi d«
$50, $25, $15 and $10 a year. Each amount entitles a member to
ITS RECORD full privileges in the Association. The amount is left to the
generosity of the member for the support of the Association, which

Theodore Roosevelt.

“ TehMerion Civic Association hasione depends entirely for its general expenses on its income from
more for Merion in one year than a supporting membership contributions.)

. NE HUNDRED DOLLARS
borough does in ten yearSM’r.WmQSrBakrwenEPMY.R.J.Hughes
—The Philadelphia North American Mr. Louis A. Belmont Mr. Eldridge R. Johnson

Mr. Edward W. Bok Mr. M. _I. McMenamin
_ Mr. John F. Braun Mr. W. Judson Sprankle
Mr. William J. Conlen Mr. W. L. Supplee
Mr. E. C. Dearden Mr. Frank G. Thomson
THE MOMENT Mr. Thomas Fisher Mr. J. B. Townsend, Jr.
Mr. William P. Gest Mr. E. A. Van Valkenburg
ONE PASSES INTO MERION Mr. J. Renwick Hogg Mr. W. H. Wanamaker, Jr.
says Lyman Abbott, D. D., ifhe Outlook FIFTY DOLLARS

“ r. iel B h r. William H. Folwell
t _h € _ _C han _g _e _ du _e to the W%’. 'gg{:rge §u€ DarbyT M@George R McAbee
Merion Civic Association is noticable. Mr. William DeKrafft Mr. W. L. Geddes

i Mr. P. F. DuPont Mr. Leopold Stokowski
Mer!on has become 8.1 m(_)del suburb. ... Mr. P. E. Foerderer Mr. Henry C. Thompson,
Merion may standardize ideal suburban Jr.
life, certainly for Philadelphia, possibly TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS

i " Mr. T. Wood Andrews Mr. N. Perry Edmunds

for the United States. Mr. Charles J. Bender Mr. J. A. Emmons
Mr. B. F. Blake Mr. Shepley W. Evans
Mr. Gideon Boericke Mr. Thomas J. Hare
Mr. Bernard Bloch Mr. W. S. Humphreys
Mr. J. J. Boericke Mr. James Kater
Mr. William Boyd Mr. A. M. Lewis
Dr. William H. Bricker Mr. H. H. Lineaweaver
Mr. John W. Buckman Mr. J. C. McKeon
Mr. John P. Connelly Mr. Frank C. Pequignot
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H. G. Stockwell Mr. William J. Wilson
Clarke Thomson Mr. James H. Windrim
FIFTEEN DOLLARS
George K. Erben Mr. Charles R. Wentz
TEN DOLLARS
George Allen Mr. Frank T. Gucker
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(Supporting Memberships: $5.00 a gar—where a male
member of a household belogs to The Association; but the
opportunity is offered to any woman member to subscribe to the
$100, $50, $25, $20, $15 or $10 memberships the same as to a
male member, and to thegenerosity of every woman the
Assciation makes its apeal.)
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WHAT DO | GET
FOR BEING A MEMBER

The most complete and vigilant police and
detective protective service of any neighboring
suburb;

A special surveillance, upon request, of your
house when you leave it for a day or a night, or
for any length of time, or when any member of
the family is left alone;

A special police whistle, which used, nighor
day, summons immediate assistance;

The most a dhgdgant asyseem &fr e
any neighboring suburb, and a regular
inspection of the

The benefit of a
any or
and suburban;

a | l-engmé corfipanges, fiity e

A regular monthly analysis of the purity of
your drinking water, and an immediate
personal warning of danger;

An annual authoritative inspection of the
source of your milk supply;

A speci al | ow
insurance;

The services ofthe Association's Red Cross
Nur s e faid emefgensyt

10

speci al

rat e of

efficiency

The best help or effort, always at call, in any
neighborhood problem that may arise where
the Association or its secretary can serve you.

Your part of the
the cleaningand oiling of the roads, the lights
and roadsigns;—all conceived by the
Association;

IT IS TRUE
That you can get the

t db@mulity dabiv@rftabes sand yet not be a

ar r an g enemebartof theoAssoa@ation. But without the

fire

Association you would not have present
conditions, and to maintain them can only be
done by the membership dues coming to the
Association. Should you, therefore, not do your
part to maintain what you enjoy, and is
protective to your property and family?

and burgl ary

11

benefit of

benefi



WHAT HAS BEEN DONE
IN FOUR YEARS
BY THE
MERION CIVIC ASSOCIATION

1. Changed an intermittent police force of
one policeman at night to three policemen at
night and from one to two during the day;

2. Employed a private detectve service for
the additional protection of the community
from burglary;

3. Arranged with two <city fire
come to Merion fires; rearranged
and Narberth fire engine service

companies will respond to an alarm;

4 Reduc ed urance ratas rins Merion
from 12% to 30 per cent.;

5. Had new fire hydrants placed

so that now no house is farther than 700 feet
from a hydrant;

6. Placed maps, showing the location of

every house I n Mer i on, I n
houses;
7. Erected eidh t fire gongs, to be

case of absence of telephone communication at
a fire;

8. Signed a contract, by which the electric
and telephone companies will both string on
one set of poles instead of two as now,
eliminating scores of poles;

12

9. Has started b remove every electric light
and telephone pole from the roads of Merion;

10.Has an annual investigation made by an
expert info the sanitary condition of the farm
dairy and city depot of each milkman who
supplies milk in Merion;

11.Hasregularly monthly analyses made by
an expert chemist of the water supplied to
Merion homes;

12.For the greater safety of children, it had
the automobile speed limit reduced from 24 50
15 miles on three of its principal roads;

n%ngse ;%yesshrg tests madeevery four

moRERSYAWYS | | of the fire hy
so that both

14.Caused a taxicab service to be installed at
the station;

15.Pl aced the first map ever

. in th(?%railroad station for the information of

&ran ?S;r Lon,

16.Has eliminated all public dumps m
Merion;

fi7e Pait twenty-gvp liiter cans on the roads;
18.Pu t into seup’i cemam, “whad

r u n §eeps the roads and gutters clean;

19.Has cleaned and oiled the roads each
spring at an annual expense of over $600;

20.Has had miles of new roadways laid, ral
is taking up each road in Merion and having
new roads laid down or old roads resurfaced,;

13



21.Has started to have all new roadways laid down
from curb to curb, thus eliminating all expense of
gutters to property owners;

22Contri butes
appropriations for new roadways;

23. Has induced property owners to lay uniform
sidewalks;

24.Has induced property owners to set back their
fences and hedges so as to eliminate the danger to
pedestrians and motorists at corners;

25.Has created community bulletin boards of cast
iron and cork face for the posting of notices;

26.Erected ninety-seven road signs, all at its own
expense, so that now Merion is the only community on
the Main Line that has everyoad marked,;

27.Erected one hundred and twentyfive new
electric lamps, which have been pronounced by
experts and architects to be the most beautiful and
practical lamps ever designed for any community;

28.Removed all of the old wooden and disfiguring
"Blow Your Horn—Danger" signs and substituted
fifty -four cast iron and artistic signs;

29.Erected Eve boundary signs,
boundaries of Merion, for
motorists;

30.Has actively agitated and is now pushing to
completion the abolishrent of the toll-gates on the
Lancaster and Montgomery Pikes. The abolishment of
the tollgates on Lancaster Pike is entirely of its own
initiative;

$1500 each

showing the
the convenience of

14

year

31. Changedthe method of lighting of the roads
from the old-fashioned method of gas to the modern
method of electricity;

39, Had Qatdt $8 uniformStree planting of roads;

33. Has had a path made through the snow on
every sidewalk with a plow drawn by a horse after
each snowfall;

34. Arranged for the free transportation of pupils
to and from the township public schools;

35. Caused burglary insurance rates to be reduced
by its protective service, so that Merion now has the
same rates as the central part of Philadelp&;

36. Put in the homes of members of the
Association police whistles to be used in case of
emergency;,

37. Secured a division of the old election district,
so that Merion now has its own election district with
the polling-place near the railroad station;

38. Secured a separate
Meri on’”s own
Township Commission;

Commissioner for

39. Induced the Pennsylvania Railroad Company
to adopt the design of lamp used on the roads of
Merion for the station ground lighting;

40. Arranged for the making of bird houses in
Merion, and induced residents to put them up in
their gardens; about two hundred have been put up;

15
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41.Secureda new railroad station and a new
and separate postoffice building and a more
adequate postal equipment;

42.Started to plan for the building of a bridge
across the railroad near the station;

43.Contributed $1356 for the equipment of
the new post office building;

4.St arted a determined
postal service at the Merion station posbffice,
which had been demoralized for many years
owing to the similarity of the name of Merion,
Franklin County, to that of Merion, and
suggested to the PostOffice Department a
change in the name of Merion to that of South
Merion. This suggestion has been adopted by
the PostOffice Department at Washington.

45.1s now agitating an ordinance for the
licensing of all cats;

46.Had_an expert survey made of mosadpo
breeding places in Merion, and minimized the
mosquito evil;

47.Helped to establish the Merion Country
Day School, a school devoted to the modem
methods of education of the young, and
secured one of the most thoroughly equipped
teachers in the educatimal world as the
principal;

48. Now engaged upon sketches for an
entirely new landscape gardening effect of the
railroad station grounds, which will give to
Merion the most artistically, planted station on
the Main Line;

16
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Figure3: The New Building of the Merion Country Day School

THE NEW BUILDING OF THE MERION COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL



49. Est abl i shed a Rifle Range,
ammunition furnished by the United States
Government, with instructions by a duly authorized
officer of the United States War Department;

50. Inaugurated the Saturday Morning Moving
Pictures for Children, t he fir
“movies” in the eastern part

51 Established girl s’ senior
classes, with Mrs. Anna B.cBtt, the domestic expert
of the Philadelphia North American as the
instructor;

52. Established the children's garden at the
Merion Country Day School;

53. Hel d t wo of t he most sSsuUcce:¢
ever arranged along the Main Line;

54. A poor childre n’ s Chri st mas prep
campaign was inaugurated by the women, the
women agreeing to set aside each month one useful
article to be given to the poor children at Christmas;

55, Est abl i shed the first Red C
devoted to Red Cross activigs, in the United States;

56. Engaged a Red Cross nurse for permanent
residence i n t he community
emergency cases, the services of the nurse being at
the full call of members of the Association.

17



THE PRESIDENT'S REPORT

To the Members of
The Merion Civic Association:

Your membership has increased until now you have a
total membership of 282, divided into 162 men and 120
women. All memberships have been held save those lost

THE FOURTH ANNUAL by death or removal. Not a single defection from
MEETING dissatisfaction with the conduct of the Association has
occurred.
— THE FINANCIAL CONDITION
The Fourth Annual Meeting of The Your finances have never been

Merion Civic Association was held at The is entlrely_ due to the gen_er_osny of your choice of
membership class. It is this civic recognition on your part

Merion Country Day School in Merin, on that enables us to give you quality and scope in your

the evening of Tuesday, Mavyork, bepaigse Whaf ypugay s @ gember constitutes the

, . only income of the Association. As you give, therefareve
nineteen hundred and seventeen. At this WO,Yk_ you o

meeting the following reports of A SPECIAL DETECTIVE SERVICE

President and Treasurer of the L :
Your community is now guarded each night by 3
Association were read and approved. policemen of the Lower Merion Township police and two
speci al of ficer s empl oyed and
Association. During the daytime two Township police are
on duty. Your Directors have made arrangements to
supplement this regular police patrol with a private
detective supervision, thus safeguarding the community
in every possible way.

ONLY ONE FIRE THIS YEAR

With the exception of the wmf or t unat e fire
rendered useless the MerionCountry Day Schoolhouse,

18 19



no fires have occurred during tk
speci al arrangements with bo
engines are in operation.

THE SCHOOL IN ITS NEW BUILDING

While the Merion Country Day School is not under the
direct auspices of your Association, its welfare is
naturally very close to the interest of the community.
Hence, when its building was btned, a tract of land with
its building on Bowman Avenue was purchased for
$22,000, a stock company was organized, and stock
aggregating  $10,500 was subscribed by residents of
Merion. Several entertainments were privately given by
members of the community, your Women's Committee
hel d a flower sal e, clams washi | dr er
inaugurated and successfully conducted, and theet
proceeds which netted $2200 were turned over to the
new school property fund. So that your Association, and
more particularly your Women's Committee, has taken an
active sympathetic interest in the rebcation of the school
in far | arger and better adapte
interrupted the routine of the school for a week, and it is
a pleasure to record the fact that the number of scholars
is larger at the close of the term than at the beginning.

THE MERION RED CROSS AUXILIARY

A flourishing Red Cross Auxi |
Merion under the inspiration of your Women's
Committee with 6 members. It now has a membership of
100. Meetingshave been held weekly, and 5954 articles
have been made and senttthe Red Cross headquarters.

A CLASS IN SESSION AT THE MERION COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

Figure4: A Class in Session at the Merion Country Day School
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THE RED CROSS HOUSE

Immediately upon the issuance of a declaration of
war, your Directors arranged for a systematic
handling of the work of this Red Cross Auxiliary by the
establishment of a Red Cross house on South Highland
Avenue and Idris Road. The house is given refree,
and the interior was remodeled and repainted for its
new purpose without cost to your Association. The
intention of this house is that all the Red Cross
activities and work will be done here, and in time will
become a sort of health and emergency center for the
members of your Association. According to the Red
Cross authoities at Washington, this house realizes
for the first time in the Uni:t
Red Cross houses which shall be solely devoted to Red
Cross activities. Merion has thus the distinction of
establishing the first Red Cr «
States. The house will be under the direction of an
Executive Committee composed of members of your
Board of Directors and of theMerion Red Cross
Auxiliary.

THE RED CROSS COMMUNITY NURSE

The American Red Cross, at Washingtprhas
selected for the work of this house one of the most
competent nurses in its nursing service for duty at the
Red Cross House. The nurse will actively direct the

21



Red Cross work in Merion, so as to relieve the
women of the Merion Red Cross Auxiliary of the
details of the work, and she will also be, in the
fullest sense, a community nurse, subject to the
call of any member of your Assoi at i on
aid emergencywork. The full particulars of this
service will soon ke made known to you in a
special circular. It is hoped for this service by
your Directors that it will become one of the
most vital factors inthe life of our community. It
has seemed to your Directors that they could
not possibly spend your money for a bger
purpose than in this piece of direct preective
community health work.

THE NEW RAILROAD STATION

The new railroad station which for so long a
time has received the attention and efforts of
your Directors is now about to be realized, and,
unless theacute labor scarcity arising from the
present war conditions interfere, it is hoped
that the new building will be completed and
ready for use before the close of the summer.

THE NEW POST OFFICE BUILDING

The same is true of the new posbffice
building. In considering the future growth of the
community, your Directors recently authorized
an addition to the equipment to be placed
therein so that now there will be 272 boxes of
various sizes to meet the present and future
needs of the commnity.

22

BUYING YOUR STAMPS IN MERION

$1356 has been appropriated by your
Directors for this equipment, and you will
remember that in my last report | explained to
you that when the receipts of the Merion post
office totaled $5000 for a year, this
appropriation would be returned to your
Association. The present receipts total about
$4000 per year. Hence you will see the
importance of buying your postage stamps at
the Merion office. The mail matter emanating
from Merion is sufficient to reach the $5000 per
year total if the residents will purchase all their
stamps for home consumption at this office
instead of in Philadelphia or elsewhere, and
your Directors earnestly ask that you will do so,
in order that this appropriation may come back
to you. The Post Office Inspector has rulethat
it is legitimate for you to purchase you stamps
at Merion for your use elsewhere when you
leave Merion for the summer. A posbffice year
is the same as a calendar year, and Merion can
easily reach the required total by the end of this
year if its residents will bear in mind the
necessity of local stamp buying

A BRIDGE ACROSS MERION

Your Directors have now actively taken up
the guestion of a bridge to connect Merion at

the stati on, and the first

been taken. But as this questioninvolves
Railroad, Township, County and private
interests, progress will be slow, and no
immediate result can be looked for.
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THE TOLL-GATES ON THE TURNPIKES

The removal of the toltgates from the
Montgomery and Lancastr Pikes is still
receiving the active attention of your Directors.
But the municipal and legal mills grind very
slowly.

A first appropriation
received from the Commonwealth through the
efforts of your Directors for the purchase of the
upper portion of the Lancaster Pike. As the
Commonwealth and the owners of the
Turnpike Company could not agree upon a
proper valuation of the turnpike, the question
was made the subject of legal proceedings, and
these are now under way.

of

The purchase éthe Montgomery Pike by the
County has progressed to a point that makes
the removal of the tollgates an early
probability.

CHRISTMAS GIVING TO
THE CITY POOR

Your Women's Committee has inaugurated a
system of Christmas giving to the poor children
of Philadelphia. The families of Merion donate
the toys and gifts a member of the Women's
Committee collects them at the houses, and
distributes the gifts to the children. Over 500
gifts were donated last Christmas, and these
were distributed to over 200 children.

24
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THE CONFUSION OF MAIL
BETWEEN MERION AND MARION

After many del ays, the
at Washington has now officiallyserved notice
upon the Postmaster and residents of Merion,
Franklin County, Pennsylvania, that the name of
that past-o fyfiscskencefath to be changed to
South Marion. The name of our posb f fic e i
be changed from Merion Station to Merion. This
will, it is believed, entirely do away with the two
post-offices, and brings to a successful result a
matter upon which your Directors have worked
ever since the inception of the Association.

THE WORK ON THE ROADS

The widening of Idris Road has been
completed sine your last meeting, and also the
laying of a new surface on that road and on a
portion of Beacom Lane. To this work your
Association contributed $1600.

The concrete shoulders on Merion Road have
also been completed.

This spring and summer a. new roadway W
be laid on the steep hill on Merion Road from the
Pike to Mr. Foederers residence, the much
needed resurfacing of Bowman Avenue will be
taken up, and completed so far as funds will
allow, and repairwork will be done on
Wy nnewood Avenue,LaneNand t h
Narberth Road.

THE IMPROVEMENT OF
SOUTH HIGHLAND AVENUE

Efforts are now being made by your Directors
to make a marked improvement inthe sidewalks
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and curbs on South Highland Avenue, and if
the cooperation ofthe residents of that road
is secured a further improvement will be
brought out by having an entirely new
roadway laid.

THE NEW SEWER
ON SOUTH LATCH’S LANE

The effort to put a
Lane has met with success by the cooperation
of the property owners on that road, and as
soon as that work is done, it is hoped that a
new roadway may be laid so that the road
may be dedicated as a Township road and its
future maintenance be the duty of the
Township Commission.

THE FIRST POLE REMOVAL

T he finesof electric and telephone
poles to be removed from the roads to the
back-line  of properties has been
accomplished on Berkeley Road, and that
road is now entirely free from this ugly form
of sidewalk obstruction. Your Directors are
making efforts to seure the removal of the
poles from other roadways, but are still
hampered in their work by the refusal of a
few residents to grant the necessary right of
way on the back line of their properties. It is
obvious that while this lack of cooperation
exists inthe community, no further progress
can be made, and Merion must fall behind in
the procession of progressive communities
which insist that no poles shall deface their
roadways.
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Figure6: Berkeley Road After Poles were Removed

Figureb5: Berkdey Road Before Poles were Removed



THE NEW BULLETIN BOARDS

The erection of t he
boards by your Association has effectually
stopped the violation of the illegal posting of
notices on the trees and poles on the highways.

THE SPRING SWEEPING
OF THE ROADS

A thorough spring sweeping was given the
roads of Merion this spring, hut the cost of this
service isconsiderable, and | must again call the
attention of your Association to the fact that this
expense of several hundreds of dollars of your
money could be entirely saved if householders
would keep clean the gutters in front of their
places. The health of tb community is largely
dependent upon clean roads, and your Directors
therefore annually spend this large part of their
budget on this work, since, of course, the
Township cannot afford to maintain a road
cleaning department But it is a matter of
constantregret that what could so easily be done
if each householder would do his small share
must be left to the Association and cost so much
money.

AUTOMOBILE SPEEDING IN MERION

A determined effort has been made by your
Directors this spring in connection with the Chief
of Police of the Township to check the constant
violation of the speed ordinance on the part of
automobilists through this community, and it is
the intention to continue this effort until the
danger has been minimized.
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THE SUCCESS OF THE RIFLE RANGE

The Rifle Range
Meri on Branch of the Main
been most successful. Since the opening of the
Range there has been an attendance of 1200.
Over 10,000 rounds of ammunition per month
have been used. The Merion team has won four
out of the five monthly
Ma wr and Wayne Ranges. I n
Association mat c h, three of
scores of the IIMeremadebyne Ri fle
Merion men, shooing from 191 to 196 out of a
possible 200 score.

THE MONTHLY ANALYSIS OF
MERION’S DRINKING WATER

The monthly analysis made of the drinking
water used in Merion has been continued, and
the results have been so satisfactory that the
need was not felt to advise the members of the
excellent condition of the water. These rmonthly
reports are always on
of any member.

file at

A COMMUNITY FLAG

Entering into the spirit of the times, your
Directors ar eoleonterailioadg a flag
station grounds from which a
will fly each day.

A HOME-DEFENCE LEAGUE

Your Association has formed a Merion Unit of
the HomeDefencdsic] Reserve of the Main Line
which provides for a civilian police force for your
community should it become necessary to call
the militia and regular police to duties away
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from Merion. Mr. William P. Gest is chairman of
this Unit, and with a committee of thiee citizens,
Y &k’ rraﬁg & for aassys rnaﬁc record okvery
énﬁ& enrofied B tha ﬁesmaybe called for
immediate service. Over 10Gmen of Merion have
joined this Home-Defence Unit.

MERI(%N'S WAR GARDENS
wi t t he Bryn
NEhe acgte egonditiqr joffitee food supply of the

t h eountiy\has lednypug Birectoks to plant a garden
C| wf potatoes on the property of Miss Anne

Thomson, on Merion Road, who generously
offered her land for that purpose and
contributed a generous sum for its preparation
and fertilization, and also other gardens on its

of ground situated in different parts of your

community.

A CLEAN-UP CART AND HORSE

Owing to the difficulty of se
the cleanup work of the community, your

t h Diresterg haye auythorized the puichase of a cart

and horse which will belong b the Association
and do the work of the community in a more
effici ent manner . Thep servi ce
cart and wagon, with man, when not engaged in
community work, will be at the disposal of the
members of the Association for the private

C OordhiBvhIbind Wb iflsehd at a nominal figu

THE ANNUAL INSPECTION OF
MERION'S MILK SUPPLY

The annual inspection of the dairies, the
bottling establishments and the city depots of
the dealers which supply the residents oMerion
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with milk was made this month by Professor J.
Arthur  McClintock, of the University of
Pennsylvania, and the favorable result
communicated to each member.

THE LICENSING OF THE CAT

Following a suggestion made by Mrs. Rockwell
at the last Annual Meeting, your Dectors have
taken up with both the Legislature of the
Commonwealth and the Township
Commissioners the question of the licensing of
cats in Merion. It is hoped that through one of
these channels suitable legislation will be
secured.

NEW SIDEWALKS

The queston of new sidewalks has received
the attention of your Directors, and Township
ordinances for the laying of sidewalks on South
Hi ghl and Avenue, Nort
Bowman Averue have been introduced by the
Commissioner.

THE MOSQUITO QUESTION

Last springand summer your Directors spent
$600 for the services of a mosquito expert to
exterminate this pest in Merion. Eféctive work
was done, the most careful inspection of every
house and grounds in Merion was made and
instructions given with regard to breeding

h

places, and in all cases streams were cleaned and

oiled. Until midsummer, Merion was free of all
mosquitoes. When the householders left for their
summer vacations, however, no provision for
vigilance was made, and breeding placesprung
up in so many ingancesthat it was impossible
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for the community's expert to translate the work
done and the plans laid into practical results. As
every one knows who ha
or mosquito problem, a solution can only be had
where each householder is willng to watchfully
cooperate on his or her property. As this seems
impracticable, your Directors decided that they
wer e not justi fied i n
appropriation for similar work this year.

THE LOSS OF MR. WILFORD

Your Association stifered a loss duringthe
past year in the passing away of Mr. Edward B.
Wil ford, the Associati
Directors and the Commissioner from this
District. Mr. Wilford was one of the founders of
the Association, worked faithfully for its
interests, and was alvays a generous supporter
of its activities. It is not surprising, therefore,

that Mogrrpiéectorg fﬁed his loss.
THE ROAD SIGNS AND LIGHTS

Perhaps no single improvement to the credit
of your Association has attracted and continues
to attract such wide attention and universal
commendation as
and light-posts. From almost every part of the
country constantly come requests for sketches of
t hese fixtures, and I
designers have pronounced them second to none
in use in any community. In order to ensure their
durability, your Directors have ordered that all
the posts and signs shall be repainted this
month.
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T IS sometimes said by the members of your

Association that they do mt know of our
activities and are not advised of them, and they
sometimes wonder what the Association is
doing. Every once in a while circulars are sent to
members advising them of the activities in which
the Association is taking a part, or b some
achievement. During the past year seven of these
circulars were sent out, so that your Diectors
have at least made the efit to keep the
members advised. But members can always
learn of any activity of the Association bysimply
calling at the dfice andmaking inquiry. It will be
seen, however, from the report which is here
given that the activities of your Association have
been many. As a matter of fact, only the Directors
have any conception of the amount of detailed
work that is necessary to translate some @ivity
into an actual result. Months of effort isofttimes
represented by what requires, at its completion,
only a paragraph in this report to announce.

HE value of such an Association as yours can
only be measured in large results, and these
are read over a considerable time to
accomplish. Take the sale of real estate in Merion
as an example. Previous to the advent of your
Association, real estate here was very slow to
move. In the four years of the Associatits life,
over two million and three-quar t er s dol | ar s
worth of real estate has been sold and
transferred in Merion, making this community

one of the most desirable, from areal estate Figure7: The Association's Gang of Road Sweepers;
Each Spring the Roads a@eaned and Oiled
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THE ASSOCIATION'S GANG OF ROAD SWEEPERS

Each Spring the Roads are Cleaned and Oiled



point of view, on the Main Line. And according to
the real estate brokers who deal most largely in
Merion real estate, this remarkable property
activity, which has placed Merion at the top of all
communities suburban to Philadelphia, has been,
in very large part, due to the activities of your
Association.

HE work of your Association is really only

now beginning to bear its results, not alone
in this quicker real estate activity and higher
realty values, but in a community spirit and
interest which we have long needed in Merion.
The people of Merion are becoming more closely
brought together in community work and in
their human relations by reason of your
Association, and its work is best judged hen
you think of Merion as it was once: without your
Association to guard its welfare and to secure for
you those elements that make for good living in
any community. As one old Merion resident
recentl y e xganmnet $mmagneé Merion: “
now without The Mer i on Ci vi c AsSsoCi ¢
Association has unquestionably become the
largest single asset in the community, and as you
support it not only with your money, but with
your work and your interest, will it continue to
hold the sure place which it has seured for itself
in the four short years of its existence.

EDWARD W. BOK
President
Merion
April 30 1917
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THE TREASURER'’S REPORT

To the Members of
The Merion Civic Association:

On the 1st of May, 1916, when the present
Treasurer assumed office, there was in the
treasury of the Association a total of $9,851.57.

There has been expended since that date
$8,550.22 for the following purposes:

The Secretary's salary is $100.00 per month.

The sd ar y of t he Secretary

Committee is $25.00 per month.

We have had two special policemen, one on
each side of the railroad. These men are on duty
every night and all night. Each officer receives
$18.75 per week and a summer and winter
uniform.

Our clearup man is paid $780.00 pe year.
His duty is to pick up what the residents of
Merion throw on the roads. Of course, this entire
expense could easily be saved.

The water supply has been tested each month
throughout the year; $99.09 has been expended
for this purpose.

Tests of the nilk supplied by various dealers
to our residents have been made at a cost of
$125.00.

The snow removal from sidewalks and
crossings has cost $102.00.

Cleaning gutters and oiling roads has cost the
Association $892.26.
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There has been expended on pole remal;
road improvement and signs the sum of $806.11.

The item of incidental expenses, including
coal, light, telephone, insurance, postage,
stationery, printing, etc., etc., has amountedo
$3,055.33 for the year.

The receipts during the current year have
amounted to $10,061.00.

Me mber s dues amounted
connection your Treasurer ventures to remind a
number of our members that theirdues for this
YW B1€ dtill uhpaid. Three notices already have
been sent out by your Secretary.

The activiti es of t he Women'’
resulted in the accumulation of funds to the
amount of $1,026.14. This result hasbeen
accomplished by untiring effort.

Contributions to the Permanent Improvement
Fund have been received to the amount of
$2,701.00.

The Mea i on Ri fl e Range,
installation in every particular, has been
maintained by private subscription; $656.00 has
been contributed for this purpose. In these times
of unpreparedness this project merits the widest
patronage by our members—men, women and
children. All are eligible.

There remains in the Treasury the sum of
$11,362.35, the largest balance ever reported by
the Treasurer. But, of course, from this must
come the expense of the Association for the
balance of the calendar year.
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The war conditions present a wider field for
community endeavor, such as the Red Cross
House and the community's war gardens, for
example, and we ask for your continued support,
in order that we may meet these needs in an
adequate manner.

Respectfully submitted,
W. H. FOLWELL
Treasurer.

Merion
April 30, 1917.
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