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Figure 1: The Honor Roll in the Station



   

MERION’S HONOR LIST 
 
 WILLIAM S. K. CARRUTHERS SERGEANT AIR SERVICE U. S. A. 
 FREDERICK T .CUNNINGHAM LIEUTENANT CAVALRY U. S. A. 
 NORTON DOWNS JR LIEUTENANT AIR SERVICE U. S. A. 
 MARSHALL S. WINPENNY AMERICAN RED CROSS 
STUART MURRAY ALEXANDER LIEUTENANT U. S. A. 
THOMAS WOOD ANDREWS CAPTAIN CAVALRY, U. S. A. 
JOSEPH J. ARMSTRONG ENSIGN U. S. N .R. F. 
GORDON BAKER LIEUTENANT U. S. A. 
EARNEST V. BALLARD U. S. A. 
GEORGE HUDDELL BEATTY U. S. N. R. F. 
WARREN BARTON BLAKE AMERICAN RED CROSS 
BERNARD BLOCH LIEUTENANT U. S. N. 
HENRY CLAY BROWN, JR LIEUTENANT R. A. F. 
WILLIAM CURTIS BOK LIEUTENANT U. S. N. 
NORWOOD SUTLAND BOLES U. S. MARINE CORPS 
ROY TAYLOR BOOKMYER ENSIGN U. S. N .R. F. 
W. ATLEE BURPEE, JR. U. S. N. R. F. 
JOHN DANIEL CARLILE, JR. C. M. I.  U. S. N. 
WILLIAM BEATTY CARLILE  REG. SUPPLY SERGEANT F. A. U. S. A. 
FRANCIS YARNALL CASEY ORDNANCE SGT U. S. A. 
PAUL ALIGUSTUS CASEY  MEDICAL CORPS U. S. A. 
THEODORE MURDOCK CASEY  SERGT. MEDICAL CORPS U. S. A. 
PATRICK CASSIDY  CORPORAL REMOUNT DIVISION U. S. A. 
FREDERICK G. COBURN  COMMANDER U. S. N. 
G. HAMILTON COLKET CAPTAIN U. S. A. 
STANLEY M. COX LIEUTENANT U. S. N. 
ALAN CRAWFORD CAPTIAN FIELD ARTILLERY U. S. A. 
SAMUEL CROFT, 2ND U. S. N. R. F.  
GUY EDWARD CROYLE LIEUTENANT, R. R. ENGINEERS, U. S. A. 
DR. GEORGE D. B. DARBY LIEUT. NAVAL BASE HOSPITAL U. S. N. 
JAMES DOUGLAS DARBY LIEUT. FIELD ARTILLERY U. S. A. 
HARRY C. DUNCAN  CAPTAIN INFANTRY U. S. A. 
FRANCIS ROBINSON EHLE  CHIEF RADIO U. S. N. R. F. 
GEORGE K. ERBEN CAPTAIN Q. M. C. 
HENRY ERBEN, 3RD  U. S. N. R. F. 
MURRAY GIBSON, JR. U. S. AMBULANCE SERVICE 
LINCOLN GODFREY JR . LIEUT. INFANTRY U. S. A.   
SAMUEL EARLE HAINES  SERGEANT INTELLIGENCE POLICE U. S. A.  
HERMAN H. HELMS CAPTAIN ORDNANCE CORPS U. S. A. 

Dr. WILLIAM C. HOLLOPETER  CAPTAIN MEDICAL RESERVE CORPS U. S. A.   
FRANKLIN STORRS HOVEY U. S. MARINE CORPS 
ALBA B JOHNSON JR. CAPTAIN TRANSPORTATION CORPS U. S. A. 
JAMES NEWHALL JOHNSON U. S. N. R. F. 
ELDRIDGE FENIMORE JOHNSON FIELD ARTILLERY U. S. A. 
LOUIS LOVE KEELER AIR SERVICE U. S. A. 
WILLIAM H. KEELER LIEUT. ARTILLERY U. S. A. 
THOMAS LOVE KEELER U. S. A. 
JOSEPH KELLY MEDICAL CORPS U. S. A. 
EDWIN RANK LEVIN SERGEANT MEDICAL CORPS U. S. A. 
KENNETH LUDERS LIEUTENANT U. S. N. 
MICHAEL J. MCDEVITT U. S. A. 
WILLIAM FRANCIS MCILHENNY ORDNANCE CORPS U. S. A. 
SAMUEL MCCREERY ORDNANCE CORPS U. S. A. 
K. D. MACDONALD LIEUTENANT COMMANDER U. S. N. 
JOHN MARSTON MAJOR U S MARINE CORPS 
GEORGE NASS 3RD U. S. N. R. F. 
RUSSELL CONWELL NEFF CAVALRY U. S. A. 
DUDLEY STURGIS NORTON CAPTAIN AIR SERVICE U. S. A. 
R. T. LEIPER PATTERSON 1ST SERGY. FIELD ARTILLERY, U. S. A. 
H. A. PRIZER, JR U. S. AMBULANCE SERVICE 
WALTER L. PYLE, JR U. S. MARINE CORPS 
WILLIAM ERVIN QUIMBY LIEUTENANT GENERAL STAFF U. S. A. 
GEORGE SIGLER ROBERTS  SERGT R R ENGINEERS U. S. A. 
FRANK J SEMPLE Jr. MOTOR REPAIR UNIT U. S. A. 
JOHN CARROLL SHEAHAN CAPTAIN A.S.C. U.S.A. 
ARCHIE GILCHRIST SPARKS U. S. N. R. F. 
WALTER RUSSELL SPARKS LIEUT. AIR SERVICE U. S. A. 
EDWIN WEAVER SPRANKLE U. S. N. R. F. 
FRANK GRIFFITHS TAITE FIELD ARTILLERY U. S. A. 
PHILIP E. THOMAS 2ND LIEUT. ORDNANCE CORPS U. S. A. 
FRANK GRAHAM THOMSON CAPTAIN Q. M. C.  U. S. A. 
CASPAR WISTAR BARTON TOWNSEND  JUNIOR LIEUTENANT U. S. N. 
PALMER TOWNSEND  SERGT HEADQUARTERS 28TH DIVISION 
DR. GUSTAVE VAN LENNEP CAPTAIN MEDICAL CORPS U. S. A. 
RODMAN VANSANT 2ND

 LIEUT. FIELD ARTILLERY U. S. A. 
MAURICE WALDRON LIET. MEDICAL RESERVE CORPS U.S.A. 
EDWARD J WALZ U S MARINE CORPS 
JONATHAN SELTZER WILFORD U.S.N.R.F.

THE HONOR ROLL IN THE STATION THE MERION CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
Showing the names of the 82 residents of Merion who entered the service of their country.
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THE ASSOCIATIONS MOTTO 
 

TO BE NATION RIGHT AND 
STATE RIGHT WE MUST FIRST 

BE COMMUNITY RIGHT

OFFICERS 
1918-1919 

PRESIDENT 

EDWARD W. BOK 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

HENRY DELAPLAINE 
H. C. THOMPSON, Jr. 

E. A. VAN VALKENBURG 

TREASURER 

WILLIAM H. FOLWELL 

SECRETARY 

Mrs. PERCY E. MATTHES 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

EDWARD W. BOK, Chairman 

T. D. BELFIELD WILLIAM P. GEST 
BERNARD BLOCH WILLIAM C. GRAY 
JOHN F. BRAUN S. E. HAINES 
V. CARWITHEN WALTER T. KARCHER 
W. J. CONLEN F. C. PEQUIGNOT 
JOHN P. CONNELLY ERNEST A. SEARING 
E. C. DEARDEN W. L. SUPPLEE 
W. De KRAFFT H. C. THOMPSON. Jr. 
HENRY DELAPLAINE r. G. A. VAN LENNEP 
JAMES A. EMMONS E. A. VAN VALKENBURG 
S. W. EVANS W. H. WANAMAKER 
W. H. FOLWELL IRA VAUGHAN 
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ITS‘ RECORD 
“The Merion Civic Association has 

done more for Merion in one year than 
a borough does in ten years, or twenty” 

—The Philadelphia North American. 

A model in civic matters. 
Theodore Roosevelt. 

 
THE MOMENT 

ONE PASSES INTO MERION 

says Lyman Abbott, D. D., in The 
Outlook, “the change due to the work of 
The Merion Civic Association is 
noticeable. Merion has become a model 
suburb. . . Merion may standardize ideal 
suburban life, certainly for Philadelphia, 
possibly for the United States." 

ROSTER OF MEMBERS 
OF 

THE MERION CIVIC ASSOCIATION 

Men—188 Members 
(Supporting memberships are divided into five c1asses— 
$100, $50, $25, $15 and $10 a year. Each amount entitles a 
member to full privileges in the Association. The amount is 
left to the generosity of the member for the support of the 
Association, which depends entirely for in; general expenses 
on its income from supporting membership contributions.) 

ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS 

Mr. Louis A. Belmont Mr. R. J. Hughes 
Mr. Edward W. Bok Mr. Eldridge R. Johnson 
Mr. John F. Braun Mr. M. J. McMenamin 
Mr. William J. Conlen Mr. Percy L. Neel 
Mr. E. C. Dearden Mr. W. L. Supplee 
Mr. Thomas Fisher Mr. E. A. Van Valkenburg 
Mr. William P. Gest Mr. Ira Vaughan 
Mr. J. Renwick Hogg Mr. W. H. Wanamaker, Ir. 

Mr. A. C. Woodman 

FIFTY DOLLARS 

Mr. Charles Alexander Mr. Walter M. La Rue 
Mr. Daniel Baugh Mr. George R. McAbee 
Mr. Joseph R. Brunet, Jr. Mr. Thomas J. Murphey 
Dr. George D. B. Darby Mr. R. L. O'DonneI 
Mr. William De Krafft Mr. George F. Pettinos 
Mr. Edward I. Du Mee Mr. Thomas Roberts, Jr. 
Mr. P. E. Foerderer Mr. W. Judson Sprankle 
Mr. William H. Folwell Mr. H. C. Thompson, Jr. 
Mr. W. L. Geddes Mr. E. Burke Wilford, Jr. 
Mr. J. D. C. Henderson Mr. Jonathan S. Wilford 

TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS 

Mr. B. F. Blake Mr. Gideon Boericke 
Mr. Daniel W. Bliem Mr, Harold Boericke 
Mr. Bernard Bloch Mr. J. J. Boericke 
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TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS 

Mr. Henry C. Brown Mr. H. H. Lineaweaver 
Mr. John W. Buckman Mr. Joseph B. McCall 
Mr. G. Hamilton Colket Mr. J. H. McClatchy 
Mr. John P. Connelly Mr. Frank C. Pequignot 
Mr. N. Perry Edmunds Mr. John H. Seal 
Mr. J. A. Emmons Mr. John C. Sheahan 
Mr. Shepley W. Evans Mr. H. G. Stockwell 
Mr. John Fritsche Mr. Leopold Stokowski 
Mr. Thomas J. Hare Mr. Philip E. Thomas 
Mr. William H. Harman Mr. Frank G. Thomson 
Mr. Herbert T. Herr Mr. Nicholas Thouron 
Mr. John Jacobs Dr. Gustave A. VanLennep 
Mr. Jonathan Jenks Dr. W. Newbold Watson 
Mr. Charles S. Johnson Mr. William J. Wi1son 
Mr. James Kater *Mr. James H. Windrim 

Mr. William W. Wood 

TWENTY DOLLARS 

Mr. T. Wood Andrews 

FIFTEEN DOLLARS 

Mr. George K. Erben Mr. Charles R. Wentz 
Mr. George F. Pawling Mr. J. Ralph Wilson 

TEN DOLLARS 

Mr. George Allen Mr. J. Haseltine Carstairs 
Dr. Emilio M. Barreiro Mr. Frederick P. Carter 
Mr. T. Dun Belfield Mr. VanCourt Carwithen 
Mr. D. Webster Bell Mr. Edward A. Casey 
Dr. Thomas Bell Mr. Philip A. Castner 
Mr. Charles H. Beyer Mr. M. W. Clement 
Mr. William J. Bok Mr. Frederick G. Coburn 
Mr. Edwin A. Bookmyer Mr. R. C. Cornish 
Mr. Clayton I. Boyer Mr. Frank P. Croft 
Mr. Howard B. Bremer Mr. Guy Croyle 
Mr. F. W. Brill Mr. George J. DeArmond 
Mr. Clarence N. Callender Mr. Godfrey N. Degerberg 
Mr. T. Nevin Carson Mr. Henry Delaplaine 
*Deceased  

TEN DOLLARS 

Mr. A. H. Ehle Mr. Arthur C. Newton 
Mr. Frank R, Elliott Mr. H. A. Nolte 
Mr. Alexander Ferguson Mr. Frank B. Off 
Mr. Frederick W. Fleck Mr. George P. Orr 
Mr. Warren C. Graham Mr. Charles C. Pace 
Mr. William Grant Mr. H. D. Pancoast 
Mr. William C Gray Mr. Harold Pender 
Mr. Frank T. Gucker Mr. R. M. Popham 
Mr. S. Earle Haines Mr. Wil1iam H. Pugh, Jr. 
Mr. J. W. Hallowell, Jr. Dr. Walter L. Pyle 
Mr. Austin P. Hawes Mr. George M. Randle 
Mr. S. Wilson Heaton Dr. J. H. Reading, Jr. 
Mr. Walter S. Humphreys Mr. Irvin T. Reiter 
Mr. Alba B. Johnson, Jr. Mr. T. J. Richards 
Mr. Walter T. Karcher Mr. W. F. Richardson 
Mr. W. H. Keeler Mr. W. H. Roberts 
Mr. F. Leighton Kramer Mr. F. W. Rockwell 
Mr. H. J. Kramer Mr. L. M. Sacrey 
Mr. Warren P. Laird Mr. Kiwa Schwartz 
Mr. Thomas H. Lewis Mr. Ernest A. Searing 
Mr. Karl E. Lindgren Mr. Oswald Smith 
Mr. Kenneth S. Luders Mr. Frank Snyder 
Mr. Joseph B. McCall, Jr. Mr. Frederick Stanger 
Mr. George W. McClelland Mr. W. H. Steigerwalt 
Mr. Samuel McCreery Mr. Kenneth E. Stuart 
Mr. C. P. McCurdy Mr. F. Russell Stuckert 
Mr. John C. McKeon Mr. George R. Sullivan 
Mr. Percy G. Maddock Mr. I. Bonsall Taylor 
Mr. Percy E. Matthes Mr. Sydney Thayer 
Mr. Louis I. Matthews Mr. Walter Thayer 
Mr. Gilbert W. Molloy Mr. I. Barton Townsend 
Mr. Henry S. Montgomery Mr. I. B. Townsend, Jr. 
Mr. W. B. Montgomery Mr. Louis B. Tucker 
Mr. Clarence L. Moyer Mr. A. S. Vane 
Mr. George S. Munson Mr. Julius Vetterlein 
Mr. Martin J. Mulkin Mr. Samuel C. Wagner, Jr 
Mr. George Nass, Jr. Mr. Edward A. Walz 
Mr. Daniel A. Newhall Mr. Frank M. Watkin 
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TEN DOLLARS 

Mr. Howard Watkin Mr. Joseph L. Wilson 
Mr. George D. Watt Dr. Homer F. Wonders 
Mr. John M. Wesley Mr. Byron W. Woodbury 

Rev. Rayden K. Yerkes 

———— 

WOMEN—159 Members  
(Supporting Memberships: $5.00 a year—where a male 
member of a household belongs to the Association; but the 
opportunity is offered to any woman member to subscribe to 
the $100, $50, $25, $20, $15 or $10 memberships the same as 
to a male member, and to the generosity of every woman the 
Association makes its appeal.) 

ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS 

Mrs. Edward W. Bok Miss Anne Thomson 
Mrs. Percy L. Neel Mrs. Ira Vaughan 

FIFTY DOLLARS 

Mrs. Edward J. DuMee Mrs. Robert J. Hughes 
Mrs. Katherine Enyart Mrs. M. J. McMenamin 

Mrs. William L. Supplee 

TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS 

Mrs. Daniel Baugh Mrs. P. E. Foerderer 
Mrs. George C. Blabon Mrs. John Fritsche 
Mrs. Daniel W. Bliem Mrs. E1dridge R. Johnson 
Mrs. Gideon Boericke Mrs. Isidor Levin 
Mrs. G. Hamilton Colket Mrs. Joseph B. McCall 
Mrs. E. C. Dearden Mrs. John C. Sheahan 
Mrs. I. A. Emmons Mrs., Leopold Stokowski 

Mrs. Marshall S. Winpenny 

FIFTEEN DOLLARS 

Mrs. Philip E. Thomas Mrs. Frank P. Croft 

TEN DOLLARS 

Mrs. T. Wood Andrews Mrs. Harold Boericke 
Mrs. A. C. Barnes Mrs. J. J. Boericke 
Mrs. Louis A. Belmont Mrs. John F. Braun 

TEN DOLLARS 

Mrs. Howard B. Bremer Mrs. Anna Maron 
Mrs. F. W. Brill Mrs. C. L, Moyer 
Mrs. Henry C. Brown Mrs. M. J. Mulkin 
Mrs. A. Nash Burke Mrs. Michael Murphy 
Mrs. Van Court Carwithen Mrs. Daniel A. Nehall 
Mrs. C. P. Cook Mrs. Arthur C. Newton 
Mrs. Samuel Croft Mrs. George F. Pawling 
Mrs. G. D. B. Darby Mrs. Charles E. Pugh 
Mrs. Henry Delaplaine Mrs. William H. Pugh, Jr. 
Mrs. William H. Dohan Mrs. Anna B. Scott 
Mrs. N. Perry Edmunds Mrs. E. A. Searing 
Mrs. George K. Erben Mrs. E. M. Seltzer 
Mrs. Thomas Fisher Mrs. William Simpson, Jr. 
Mrs. W. H. Folwell Mrs. W. H. Steigerwalt 
Mrs. J. J. Gallagher *Mrs. John Thayer 
Mrs. William P. Gest Mrs. Sydney Thayer 
Mrs. Murray Gibson Mrs. H. C. Thompson, Ir. 
Miss Jennie F. Gillespie Mrs. G. A. Van Lennep 
Mrs. S. Earle Haines Mrs. W. H. Wanamaker, Jr. 
Mrs. William H. Harman Mrs. W. Newbold Watson 
Mrs. J. D. C. Henderson Mrs. George D. Watt 
Mrs. Herbert T. Herr Mrs. Charles R. Wentz 
Mrs. J. Renwick Hogg Mrs. Mary G. Wilson 
Mrs. J. Jules Hovey Mrs. J. Ralph Wilson 
Mrs. Jonathan Jenks Mrs. I. H. Windrim 
Mrs. M. E. N. Ludlow Mrs. A, C. Woodman 
Mrs. George R. McAbee Miss Carrie Zollinger 

FIVE DOLLARS 

Mrs. Charles Alexander Mrs. E. A. Bookmyer 
Miss Adela Barreiro Mrs. Clayton I. Boyer 
Mrs. Annie J. Bell Mrs. I. Haseltine Carstairs 
Mrs. D. Webster Bell Mrs. M. W. Clement 
Mrs. Thomas Bell Mrs. John P. Connelly 
Miss Elizabeth I. Bennett Mrs. R. C. Cornish 
Mrs. B. F. Blake Mrs. G. I. DeArmond 
Mrs. Bernard Bloch Mrs. G. N. Degerberg 
*Deceased  
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FIVE DOLLARS 

Mrs. Martha L. DeKrafft Mrs. G. W. McClelland 
Mrs. A. H. Ehle Mrs. Samuel McCreery 
Mrs. Frank R. Elliott Mrs. George Nass, Jr. 
Mrs. S. W. Evans Mrs. Frank B. Off 
Mrs. Alexander Ferguson Mrs. Harold Pender 
Mrs. F. W. Fleck Mrs. Frank C. Pequignot 
Mrs. Warren C. Graham Mrs. George F. Pettinos 
Mrs. Willian1 Grant Mrs. R. M. Popham 
Mrs. William C. Gray Mrs. J. H. Reading, Ir. 
Mrs. Ella S. Greeley Miss Agnes Repplier, 2nd 
Mrs. J. W. Hallowell, Jr. Mrs. T. J. Richards 
Mrs. W. S. Humphreys Mrs. F. W. Rockwell 
Mrs. Alba B. Johnson, Jr. Mrs. John H. Seal 
Mrs. James Kater Mrs. Oswald Smith 
Mrs. F. Leighton Kramer Mrs. Frank Snyder 
Mrs. Warren P. Laird Mrs. Frederick Stanger 
Mrs. Thomas H. Lewis Mrs. Kenneth E. Stuart 
Mrs. Karl E. Lindgren Mrs. George R. Sullivan 
Mrs. H. H. Lineaweaver Mrs. Nicholas Thouron 
Mrs. Kenneth S. Luders Miss Dorothy M. Taylor 
Mrs. Percy G. Maddock Mrs. M. A. Taylor 
Miss Laura Maron Mrs. Louis B. Tucker 
Mrs. P. E. Matthes Mrs. A. S. Vane 
Mrs. Louis I. Matthews Mrs. Julius Vetterlein 
Mrs. Gilbert W. Molloy Mrs. Edward A. Walz 
Mrs. Henry S. Montgomery Mrs. Jessie M. Wilson 
Mrs. W. B. Montgomery Mrs. J. L. Wilson 
Mrs. Joseph B. McCall Jr. Mrs. Homer F. Wonders 

Mrs. R. K. Yerkes 

 
Figure 2: The New Railroad Station and Post Office at Merion. The Post office is the building 

at the left of picture—across the railroad tracks 
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The New Railroad Station and Post Office at Merion. The Post office is the 
building at the left of picture—across the railroad tracks 
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WHAT DO I GET 
FOR BEING A MEMBER? 

The most complete and vigilant police 
protective service of any neighboring suburb; 

A special surveillance, upon request, of your 
house when you leave it for a day or a night, or 
for any length of time, or when any member of 
the family is left alone; 

A special police whistle, which used, night or 
day, summons immediate assistance; 

The most adequate fire-hydrant system of any 
neighboring suburb, and a regular inspection 
of the efficiency of the hydrants; 

The benefit of a special arrangement to call 
any or all of five fire-engine companies, city 
and suburban; 

A regular monthly analysis of the purity of 
your drinking water, and an immediate 
personal warning of danger; 

An annual authoritative inspection of the 
source of your milk supply; 

A special low rate of fire and burglary 
insurance; 

The best help or effort, always at call, in any 
neighborhood problem that may arise where 
the Association or its secretary can serve you. 
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Your part of the benefit of the new station, the 
new post-office, the new roadbeds, the 
cleaning and oiling of the roads, the lights and 
road-signs, all inspired or carried out by the 
Association. 

———— 

IT IS TRUE 

That you can get the benefit of most of these 
community advantages and yet not be a 
member of the Association. But without the 
Association you would not have present 
conditions, and to maintain them can only be 
done by the membership dues coming to the 
Association. Should you not, therefore, do your 
part to maintain what you enjoy, and is 
protective to your property and family? 

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE 
IN SIX YEARS 

BY THE 
MERION CIVIC ASSOCIATION 

1. Changed an intermittent police force of one 
policeman at night to four policemen at night and 
from one to two during the day; 

2. Employs two special policemen of its own for 
the additional protection of the community from 
burglary; 

3. Arranged with two city fire engines to come to 
Merion fires; rearranged the Cynwyd and Narberth 
fire engine service so that both companies will 
respond to an alarm; 

4. Reduced fire insurance rates in Merion from 
12% to 30 per cent; 

5. Had new fire hydrants placed in Merion, so 
that now no house is farther than 700 feet from a 
hydrant; 

6. Placed maps, showing the location of every 
house in Merion, in the fire engine houses; 

7. Erected eight fire gongs, to be rung in case of 
absence of telephone communication at a fire; 

8. Signed a contract, by which the electric and 
telephone companies will, in time, both string on 
one set of poles instead of two as now. eliminating 
highway poles; 
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9. Has started to remove every electric light and 
telephone pole from the roads of Merion; 

l0. Has an annual investigation made by an 
expert into the sanitary condition of the farm dairy 
and city depot of each milkman who supplies milk 
in Merion; 

ll. Has regular monthly analyses made by an 
expert chemist of the water supplied to Merion 
homes; 

12. For the greater safety of children, it had the 
automobile speed limit reduced from 24 to 15 
miles on three of its principal roads; 

13. Has pressure tests made of all of the fire 
hydrants in Merion; 

14. Caused a taxicab service to be installed at the 
station; 

15. Placed the first map ever made of Merion in 
the railroad station for the information of 
strangers; 

16. Has eliminated public dumps in Merion ; 

17. Put twenty-two litter cans on the roads; 

18. Has had miles of new roadways laid, and is 
taking up each road in Merion and having new 
roads laid down or old roads resurfaced; 

19. Has started to have all new roadways laid 
down from curb to curb, thus eliminating all 
expense of gutters to property owners; 

20. Has induced property owners to lay uniform 
sidewalks; 

21. Has induced property owners to set back 
their fences and hedges so as to eliminate the 
danger to pedestrians and motorists at corners; 

22. Has created community bulletin boards of 
cast iron and cork face for the posting of notices; 

23. Erected ninety-seven road signs, all at its 
own expense, so that now Merion is the only 
community on the Main Line that has every road 
marked; 

24. Erected one hundred and thirty-one new 
electric lamps, which have been pronounced by 
experts and architects to be the most beautiful and 
practical lamps ever designed for any community; 

25. Removed all of the old wooden and 
disfiguring “Blow Your Horn—Danger" signs and 
substituted fifty-four cast iron and artistic signs; 

26. Erected five boundary signs, showing the 
boundaries of Merion, for the convenience of 
motorists; 

27. Abolished the toll-gates on the Lancaster and 
Montgomery Pikes. The abolishment of the toll-
gates on Lancaster Pike is entirely of its own 
initiative; 

28. Changed the method of lighting of the roads 
from the old-fashioned method of gas to the 
modern method of electricity; 

29. Has started the uniform tree planting of 
roads; 
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30. Has had a path made through the snow on 
every sidewalk with a plow drawn by a horse after 
each snowfall; 

31. Arranged for the free transportation of pupils 
to and from the township public schools; 

32. Caused burglary insurance rates to be 
reduced by its protective service, so that Merion 
now has the same rates as the central part of 
Philadelphia; 

33. Put in the homes of members of the 
Association police whistles to he used in case of 
emergency; 

34. Secured a division of the old election district, 
so that Merion now has its own election district 
with the polling-place near the railroad station; 

35. Secured a separate Commissioner for 
Merion’s own representation on The Lower Merion 
Township Commission; 

36. Arranged for the making of bird houses in 
Merion, and induced residents to put them up in 
their gardens. Over two hundred bird-houses have 
been put up; 

37. Secured a new railroad station and a new and 
separate post-office building and a more adequate 
postal equipment; 

38. Contributed $1356 for the equipment of the 
new post-office building; 

39. Had an expert survey made of mosquito 
breeding places in Merion, and minimized the 
mosquito evil; 

40. Inspired a new landscape gardening effect of 
the railroad station grounds, giving to Merion the 
most artistically planted station on the Main Line; 

41. Established the first Red Cross house, entirely 
devoted to Red Cross activities, in the United 
States; 

42. Created the first Honor Roll in this vicinity of 
the residents of Merion who entered the service of 
their country during the Great War; 

43. Financed the starting of 30 war gardens for 
those of moderate incomes in Merion. 

44. Offers a bonus of $50 to any Merion 
policeman apprehending a criminal within the 
district, payable upon conviction of the offender. 

45. Inaugurated a company of 10 “Minute Men”; 
residents of Merion sworn in as special policemen 
with power of arrest in emergencies.  
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THE SIXTH ANNUAL 
MEETING 

—— 

The Sixth Annual Meeting of The Merion Civic 
Association was held at Merion, on the evening 
of Monday, May the twenty-sixth, nineteen 
hundred and nineteen. At this meeting the 
following reports of President and Treasurer  

 

 

THE PRESIDENTS REPORT 

To the Members of 
The Merion Civic Association: 

Your Association closes its sixth year in a 
flourishing condition. 

Your membership touches its highest point; a 
total of 347 members: 188 men and 159 women. 

Your finances, as your Treasurer will show, were 
never healthier. 

A NEW ROADWAY ON SOUTH LATCH’S LANE 
AND THE POLES THEREON 

Because of the scarcity and cost of labor, your 
Directors have been slow to enter upon any new 
activities. The exception has been made in the case 
of South Latch‘s Lane, which was in a very bad 
condition, where a movement to resurface the road 
has been entered into between the property 
owners, the Lower Merion Township Commission 
and your Association. To the expense of this 
operation, your Directors appropriated from its 
Permanent Improvement Fund $1150.00 and an 
additional $930.00 for the removal of the highway 
poles. In return for your Association's 
appropriation, the Township Commission has 
agreed to resurface Supplee Lane between South 
Latch’s Lane and Beacom Lane, thus making a 
notable and continuous piece of road 
improvement. 
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Unfortunately, the Township road appropriation 
for this district is so small this year, and the cost of 
labor so high, that, with the exception of some 
minor work on other roads, no further road 
improvements can be made this season. 

A POLICE BONUS IN MERION 

That the present neighboring wave of robbery 
should not spread to Merion, your Directors 
offered a bonus of $50.00 to any of the policemen 
on duty in Merion for the arrest of an offender 
within our district, upon his conviction. This 
decision has already had a most salutary effect, 
both in its publicity and upon the four policemen 
on duty at night and the two on day duty. 

Your two special policemen, whose salaries the 
Association pays, have been continued during the 
year and proven efficient. In fact, the community 
may well congratulate itself upon its freedom from 
all violations of the law. 

MERION’S MINUTE MEN 

In order to be prepared for any emergency, 
however, your Directors have gone further and had 
ten of its citizens, living at strategical points in 
Merion, sworn in as special officers with full 
powers of arrest. 

A plan has been worked out by the Chief of 
Police of Lower Merion by which these ten men, or 
any number of them, can be instantly called out for 
duty and completely bottle up the community 
borders in case of any call to do so. Mr. S. Earl 
Haines has been made chief of this special force. 

NOT A FIRE IN MERION THIS YEAR 

Not a single fire has occurred in your 

community during the past year. All the 
arrangements with the local and city fire 
companies are, however, in force in case of need. 
The permission to erect six new fire-hydrants has 
been secured from the Lower Merion Township, in 
order that your Community may be even better 
safeguarded in a supply of water. 

A CLEARER IDENTITY FOR SOME 
MERION ROADS 

In order to avoid possible serious consequences 
in case of fire, I would like to present the 
suggestion to those living on the roads now known 
as South Latch’s Lane and South Highland Avenue 
of a change of names, so as to avoid confusion 
between the roads on the other side of the railroad 
track known as North Highland Avenue and North 
Latch’s Lane. These roads on the northern side of 
the railroad have the right of precedent to the 
names indicated, and thus, if any change is made, it 
should be in the names of the roads on the 
southern side of the track. A similar confusion of 
names in another portion of the Township recently 
resulted in a delay upon the part of the engines 
reaching a fire, and it is to prevent such a possible 
calamity occurring in Merion that I venture the 
suggestion to the residents of the roads mentioned. 
It would not only avoid confusion to the police and 
firemen, but to the drivers of delivery wagons 
whose firms have repeatedly complained of the 
similarity of names and consequent loss of time 
and delays in deliveries. 



 22   

THE FIRST WOMAN SECRETARY 

When your previous Secretary entered the 
Government service, your Directors decided upon 
the experiment of the employment of a woman as 
Secretary, Mrs. Percy E. Matthes. It is a pleasure for 
me to state that this departure has passed the stage 
of experiment and has proved a demonstrated 
success. 

MERION DRINKING WATER 
EXAMINED EACH MONTH 

Your Directors have resumed a monthly test of 
the drinking water of Merion. These tests are made 
from samples taken by Professor Samuel Sadtler, of 
the University of Pennsylvania, from a different 
house on each side of the railroad. In case of any 
pollution of water, your Secretary will immediately 
notify the infected portion of the community. 

A recent examination of the milk supplied to the 
residents by the different milk dealers is now being 
made by Dr. David Wilbur Horn, of Bryn Mawr, 
with the results shortly to he communicated to 
each member. 

RAILROAD STATION IMPROVEMENTS 

Since your last annual meeting, the new planting 
has been completed on the railroad station 
grounds, new benches have been installed on both 
sides of the track, an extra mail-box has been 
placed on the southern side, and hand-rails added 
to the steps leading from Hazlehurst Avenue 

 
Figure 3 A suggestion for the Proposed Merion War Tribute House. By Mr. Walter T. 

Karcher. 
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15 NEW LIGHTS 

Authority has been obtained for 15 additional 
lights at different points in Merion, and these will 
be installed as rapidly as the necessary fixtures can 
be secured. It is perhaps unnecessary for me to call 
your attention to the fact that your patterns for 
lights and posts are being copied by neighboring 
communities, and the fact that Merion is 
unquestionably the best lighted suburb on the 
Main Line is the basis for agitations in other 
communities for adequate lighting. 

VICTORY GARDENS 

Your Directors have appropriated $156.00 for the 
plowing and fertilizing of the plot of ground on 
Merion Road donated by Miss Anne Thomson for 
Victory Gardens this summer. Last summer 20 
gardens were planted on five acres, but so great 
was the demand for space this year that Miss 
Thomson has permitted the use of three additional 
acres so that 30 gardens will be cultivated this 
summer. These gardens are for the benefit of our 
domestic assistants and their families, and are 
planted and maintained by them. 

THE WAR TRIBUTE HOUSE 

Your Directors have been co-operating in the 
community idea for a War Tribute House in 
recognition of the 82 boys and men who entered 
the Government service from Merion during the 
war. This movement is now under way as this is 
written, so that no final announcement can be 
made. It is needless for me to point out, I am 
 



 24 25 

sure, that this proposed tribute is not an Association 
matter except so far as your Directors can render helpful 
service to the translation of the plan into a reality. 

A LARGER HONOR ROLL 

It was found necessary by your Directors to have 
constructed a new and larger Honor Roll, now hanging in 
the railroad station, in order to accommodate the 
increasing number of names of men. At your last meeting, 
58 names appeared on the smaller Roll: today the 
number is 82, with its regrettable record of four gold star 
names. It is believed that the Honor Roll is now complete 
and correct.  

THE EXPECTED DEFICIT THIS YEAR 

It was confidently believed at the opening of this past 
year that there would occur the first financial deficit in 
the history of your Association. It was decided to issue a 
special appeal to the residents for subscriptions to meet 
the expense of your special protective service of two 
policemen. The response to this appeal was so generous 
and general that a deficit was avoided. 

MEMBERSHIP DUES PROMPTLY PAID 

Another gratifying evidence of interest in your 

Association is the unusually prompt manner in which the 

membership dues for 1919 have been paid this year. 

Two-thirds of the entire amount of $6815 was paid 

during the first month of the year, and since that time the 

 

amount received leaves only $465 unpaid. This is 
particularly significant in these times when we 
have so many drafts upon our incomes. Such 
prompt payment of membership dues, since it is 
the only source of income of your Association, 
makes the management of the Work of your 
Directors far more effective. 

“THE WEALTHIEST TOWN ON THE MAIN LINE" 

You have doubtless noticed from the recent tax 
returns of Lower Merion Township, as published in 
the newspapers, that this Township was adjudged 
as being the wealthiest territory of equal area in the 
United States, and that of this area of wealth, the 
community of Merion itself was found to be the 
wealthiest district in the Township based upon the 
real and personal property tax returns of its 
residents. I do not dwell upon this statement in a 
boastful sense, for I do not consider that the 
possession of money is a basis for pride of any sort. 
I call your attention to it because of the added 
responsibility that it places upon our community 
and more directly upon your Association. The only 
real meaning there is in the possession of a large 
income is the moral and civic recognition of the 
responsibilities that such an income carries with it. 
It will be no credit to Merion to be known as the 
wealthiest community on the Main Line unless it is 
also equally well known as the community that 
does most with its wealth in the discharge of its 
civic responsibilities. “From those to whom much is 
given much is expected." 
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MERION IN THE GREAT WAR 

With this reputation, so questionably desirable, 
thrust upon Merion, it occurred to me to recount 
for you briefly, and thus also to place in permanent 
form, Merion’s record during The Great War and its 
part in the activities of the War. 

THE HONOR ROLL OF 82 

The outstanding signal contribution which 
Merion made to the war was its magnificent record 
of 82 boys and men who entered the different arms 
of the Government service—a record that will 
stand with the best when the number of eligible 
men from so small a community is considered. And 
fortunate indeed are we that, so far as is known at 
the present writing, only four were called upon to 
sacrifice their lives. Some have already returned: 
all the others we hope will return. 

THE MERION RED CROSS WORK 

The next distinct piece of creditable work was 
that done by the Merion section of the Main Line 
Branch No. 1 of the American Red Cross—a record 
that is distinctly noteworthy. 

There were enrolled 1026 members in this 
community: practically 100 per cent of eligible 
memberships. The community gave, in funds, to 
this local work through pledges, entertainments 
and class memberships a total of $5,929.33. 

In number, the workers included all the women 
of the community who were free from other war 
activities to engage in this work. Over 115 women 
 

 

alone took courses in the classes in Elementary 
Hygiene, First Aid and Surgical Dressings. And so 
faithful was the service rendered that, at this 
writing, 18 women from Merion have qualified for 
the Red Cross service medals which mean 800 
hours of work, and several of these are entitled to 
wear the one-striped ribbon for 1600 hours’ work 
and the two-striped ribbon for 2400 hours’ work. 

During its activity, the Merion Red Cross section 
actually produced 

 200 Christmas Packages to Soldiers. 
 200 Articles of Linen for French and 

Belgian Hospitals. 
 712 Soldiers’ Clothes Repaired. 
 4,348 Knitted Articles. 
 8,611 Hospital Supplies. 
 104,000 Surgical Dressings. 

making a total of 118,071 articles. 

There was one campaign conducted in Merion for 
the National Red Cross Fund, the second being part 
of the War Chest. In this first campaign. $7,335.65 
was collected in Merion. 

THE Y. M. C. A. CAMPAIGN AND THE WAR CHEST 

In November, 1917, a campaign was held in 
Merion for the benefit of the Y. M, C. A. war work, 
and $33,300 was raised. This campaign was under 
the direction of the Merion Boy Scout Troop, and 
for this amount raised there was erected one of the 
largest Y. M. C. A. huts for the army in France 
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and a Y. M. C. A. gymnasium for the navy at League 
Island in Philadelphia. In May, 1918, a campaign 
for The War Chest was conducted in Merion, and 
448 pledges were obtained, representing a total of 
$183,126.60. 

THE ASSOCIATIONS WAR ACTIVITIES 

Your Association’s activities began with blending 
in with the work of the Merion Red Cross Section 
by furnishing to it its house, rent free, and paying, 
in part, for its maintenance. 

In 1916 there was organized a Merion corps of 
the Main Line Rifle Club. Your Association 
contributed the rifle range. 150 men and 50 
women joined, and were instructed in the use of 
the modern service rifle. Modern Springfield rifles 
were used, and Captain John G. Dillon, of the Sixth 
Pennsylvania Infantry, served as instructor. During 
its period of life, over 3000 different rifle-practices 
were registered, So proficient became some of the 
men that in the matches held between the three 
rifle ranges of Wayne, Bryn Mawr and Merion, the 
Merion team won four out of the five contests with 
exceptionally high scores. 

In 1917 a Home Defense Unit was organized, 
with Mr. William P. Gest as Director, assisted in 
drilling by Mr. S. Earl Haines. Over 100 men joined 
the Unit, were constantly drilled, and 20 entered 
the service better qualified by the home training. 
This Home Defense Unit was equipped with 
modern Springfield and Enfield rifles. The Machine 
Gun Squad of ten men was equipped with a 50 
 

Calibre Colt Gun of the latest pattern, and also 
carried 45 Colt Automatic Pistols for side arms. 
Members of the Machine Gun Squad were given 
practice with service ammunition under battle 
conditions at 200, 300 and 500 yards once a week 
for several months until the Squad could set up the 
gun and go into action in 5 seconds, Pistol practice 
was also given every member of the Squad until all 
members qualified. 

When the United States entered the war, your 
Association immediately had made and erected in 
the railroad station the Roll of Honor containing 
the names of the men who entered the service 
from this community. 

Your Association responded at once to the 
Governments call for magazines for the men in 
service by placing a hamper in the railroad station, 
and in l917 sent to each man in service from 
Merion, whether in a home camp or overseas, a 
Christmas box. 

When the question of food became acute in l9l7, 
it planted seven war gardens in different parts of 
Merion, and paid the initial expenses of the war 
gardens maintained in l9l8 and now in 1919. 

THE LIBERTY LOAN CAMPAIGNS TOTALED 
$2,308,600 IN MERION 

Five Liberty Loan campaigns were conducted in 
Merion, With the following results in subscriptions: 

The First Loan, $155000. 
The Second Loan, $408,900. 
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The Third Loan, $420,630. 
The Fourth Loan, $554,200. 
The Fifth Loan, $769,900. 

a total of $2,308,600. 

THE WORK OF THE MERION BOY SCOUT TROOP 

The work of the Merion Boy Scout Troop will 
always be a page in the history of Merion’s part in 
The Great War to which its residents will point 
with ever increasing pride and pleasure. The 
results that these boys achieved, under the 
direction of their Scoutmaster, Mr. Thomas Dun 
Belfield, have called forth markedly wide attention 
and admiration, and elicited a special letter of 
commendation from Mr. McAdoo, then Secretary of 
the Treasury.  

As already stated, they raised $33,300 for the 
Y. M. C. A. war work. 

They secured 264 War Saving Stamp subscribers, 
totaling $4,489.25. 

They recorded and reported 24 walnut trees in 
response to the Government’s call. 

They acted as special messengers for the 
President of the United States in the personal 
distribution of Government public information. 

They collected, in connection with the young 
women of Merion, enough wastepaper to give 
$55.36 to the Red Cross, and each boy collected ten 
pounds of tin foil for the same purpose. 

They collected quantities of fruit stones and nut 
shells for the Government aerial service. 

 
Figure 4: The Merion Boy Scouts 
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More recently, each member of the Troop has 
planted a tree in memory of Theodore Roosevelt, 
and by the first of July every boy in the Troop shall 
have passed the First Aid test in the Red Cross.  

The capstone of their work, however, came when 
they entered the Liberty Loan drives. In the first 
three Campaigns they acted as simply “gleaners”: 
that is, they canvassed for subscriptions only 
during the last three days of each campaign. But so 
efficient was their work that during each of the two 
last, the Fourth and Fifth Loan campaigns, the 
Men's Committee for Merion stood aside and the 
complete three-weeks’ campaigns were directed 
solely by these Merion boys. Today at the end of 
the Fifth Loan campaign, out of the complete total 
of $2,308,600 raised in Merion, the Boy Scouts 
raised $1,922,400 in the five campaigns. In each 
Liberty Loan campaign, with the exception of the 
first, the Troop has proven 100 per cent efficient. 
Every boy received a War Emblem issued by the 
United States Treasury Department, and the Troop 
won all the prizes offered in Delaware and 
Montgomery counties, with the exception of one in 
the Fourth Loan. 

The sum total of Merion’s part in the War, 
therefore, in figures, is as follows: 

82 men and boys went into service. 
118,071 articles were produced by its Red 

Cross Section. 
$234,236.19 was contributed to war activities. 
$2,308,600 was subscribed for Liberty Loan 

Bonds. 
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This is a record of which any community may well 
be proud, even if it represented the complete part 
which it took in the War, which it does not by any 
means. We all know that subscriptions, both for the 
Liberty Loans and the war activities, amounting to 
hundreds of thousands of dollars by residents of 
Merion, were made, for different reasons, in 
Philadelphia. Hence the record, creditable as it is, 
really reflects only a small part of the history of 
Merion in the war. 

Nor does this record even touch the work of the 
men and women of Merion in their various capacities 
upon the war boards, war work councils and Liberty 
Loan and War Chest committees which centered in 
Philadelphia. In many instances, the Chairmen of 
those boards and committees were residents of 
Merion. 

O, whether it be true or not that Merion is entitled 
to the doubtful compliment of being “the 

wealthiest community on the Main Line." what is true 
is that the part played by Merion in The Great War 
most surely entitles it to the greater distinction of 
being a community with a civic sense and a national 
conscience. 

EDWARD W. BOK 
 President. 
Merion 
May 1, 1919

THE TREASURER’S REPORT 

To the Members of 
The Merion Civic Association. 

At the beginning of the fiscal year, on May l, 1918, 
there was in the Treasury $5,724.53. 

The Receipts during the past twelve months have 
totaled $12.288.56. The principal sources of income 
have been: 
Members’ Dues ...................................................  $7,042.92 
Contributions for Protective service ..........  1,001.00 
For the improvement of South Latches 

Lane ...................................................................  3,028.43 
(This latter amount is held in trust for the residents 

of South Latches Lane to be paid to the Lower Merion 
Township Commission.) 

The Expenditures during the same period were 
$7,585.02. the principal items being: 
Protective service ............................................  $740.92 
Secretary’s salary .............................................  1,415.00 
Office expenses .................................................  712.98 
Lamps and pole removal ...............................  619.13 
Road signs and maintenance of same ......  488.90 
War gardens .......................................................  307.08 
Road repairs and clean-up ...........................  180.43 
Contribution to Tea Box ................................  100.00 
Honor Roll   90.79 
Miscellaneous 580.84 

We begin the new year with a balance on hand 
of $10,428.07. 

Respectfully submitted. 

 W. H. FOLWELL. 
Merion,  Treasurer. 
May 5, 1919. 
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